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5. Classification

Ownership of Property

Private

X Public - Local
Public - State
Public - Federal

Category of Property

Building(s)
X District
Site
Structure
Object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing | Noncontributing
2 2 Buildings
1 0 Sites
3 4 Structures
1 0 Objects
7 6 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: O

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions: Commerce: business, restaurant; Recreation and Culture/music facility, sports facility

Current Functions: Recreation and Culture/music facility; Social/meeting hall; Government/government
office; Other: festival venue

7. Description

Architectural Classification: Late 19" and 20™ century revivals: Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival
Principal Exterior Materials: Concrete (CMU), stucco, brick, wood.

Narrative Description (see pages 7-10)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria: A
Criteria Considerations: G

Areas of Significance: Community Planning and Development; Entertainment and Recreation; Social
History.

Period of Significance: 1965-1974

Significant Dates: 1965, 1966, 1967, 1974
Significant Person (only if criterion b is marked): NA
Cultural Affiliation (only if criterion d is marked): NA

Architect/Builder: William C. Holmans (Architect); Clifton O. Smith Jr. and Fritz Von Osthoff (Landscape
Architects)

Narrative Statement of Significance (see pages 11-23)

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography (see pages 24-28)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission, Austin)
_ Other state agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

University

Other -- Specify Repository: Austin History Center

X |

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): NA
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: approx. 28.3 acres

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (see page 29)

Datum if other than WGS84: N/A

Verbal Boundary Description: The Fiesta Gardens event and entertainment complex is located at 2101

Jesse E. Segovia St. in the City of Austin, Travis County, Texas. The Travis County Appraisal District
database |ists the property I D number as 282818; the
Block 5-6 and Riverview Gardens, located on Nash Hernandez Sr. Road. The nominated parcel excludes a
triangular (approx. 0.13-acre) portion of the legal parcel northeast of Robert T. Martinez Street, which

contains a portion of a non-historic building.

Boundary Justification: The nomination includes all property historically associated with the district and
includes all but a small portion of the legal parcel.

11. Form Prepared By (with assistance from NR Coordinator Gregory Smith)

Nametftitle: Kristen Hotopp

Organization: Student, MS Historic Preservation Program, School of Architecture, The University of Texas
at Austin, on behalf of the City of Austin

Street & number: 310 Inner Campus Drive B7500

City or Town: Austin State: Texas Zip Code: 78712

Email: khotopp@austin.utexas.edu

Telephone: 512-471-1922

Date: August 6, 2018

12. Additional Documentation

Maps (see pages 29-38)
Additional items (see pages 39-58)

Photographs (see pages 5-6 and 59-73)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing

instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington D.C.
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Photo Log
All current photos by Kristen Hotopp (2019) except as noted.

Photo 1
North exterior facade and entrance on Jesse E. Segovia St.

Photo 2
North exterior facade and entrance on Jesse E. Segovia St.

Photo 3
North exterior stone gate (staff office entrance) on Jesse E. Segaidaisy

Photo 4
Dining and Concession Hall interior, facing east.

Photo 5
Dining and Concession Hall interior, woadeeiling beams with diamond detail.

Photo 6
Dining and Concession Hall interior oblique, facing southw@etl7)

Photo 7
South exterior Dining and Concession Hall fagade and outdoor patio. (2017)

Photo 8
South exterior Dining and Concession Haltfade detail.

Photo 9
Eastern edge of the lagoon trail overlooking small boat dock, facing south. Dock is noncontributing.

Photo 10
Patio with circular and square planters and stage, facing southwest

Photo 11
Dining and Concession Hall southiterior facade facing northeast.

Photo 12
Covered stage, facing south.

Photo 13
Planters at interior patio gate, facing north.

Photo 14
Spectator grandstand staircase, facing south.
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Photo 15

Spectator grandstand, facing northwest.

Photo 16

Spectator grandstand, facing southeast over lagtiwotograhed by Gregory Smit{2017).

Photo 17

iMexi can Market o south exterior fa-ade, east wing wi
Photo 18

AMexi can Mar ket o south ext er i orarpato;facidgenortuéasth det ai | ed
Photo 19

A Mexi can Mdacikgénterior countyard tvall with detailed gated entryway.

Photo 20

AMexican Marketo view from arcaded portico overl ooki
Photo 21

AMexican Mackded portico and intern20ldy garden courtya
Photo 22

iMexican Marketo arcaded portico, facing west.

Photo 23

iMexican Marketo gated exterior wal/l (staff office e
Photo24

i Me xi can Mdacirkgénterior garden ¢olrtyard with central fountain. (2017)

Photo 25

fiMexi can Marketo interior garden courtyard, facing nq
Photo 26

Johnny Delgado Outdoor Pavilion, facing southe&kincontributing Photographed by Gregory Smith (2019)

Photo 27
Restroom building, facing ea$tNoncontributingPhotographed by Gregory Smith (2019)
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Description

Fiesta Gedens isafaux Mexicanrthemedeventand entertainment compléx Central East Austion thenortheast

shore of Lady Bird LakeThe complex borders the southern edgawbrking-class MexicarAmerican residential
neighborhoodocateddirectly rorth of the site Designed by architect Williar@. Holmansand constrated in 1965

1966, the complex features a ntidntury modernist interpretation of the Spanish Colepisdblo Revival

architectural aesthetid= i e st a p@Greipakbentilsutingresourcesnclude a 500&quarefoot concessin

building and dining hall, a orgtory rectangular building with a flat roof; an enclosed outdoor patio with decorative,
circularand squareoncreteplanters an open stagiecing a stage bordered by a courtyf@aturing a circular

fountain a spectatortand with seaing for 1000 facing Lady Bird &keto the southan enclosed garden courtyard
(oncecovered by @lear,convertiblegabledroof) flanked by two building wings with covered porticoes thaginally
served as shoppi niglercado dd Méxdca,and a H0thyh1200 foa@ manmde dagoon connected

to Lady BirdLake? City of Austin Superintendent of Parks Landscape Architect Clifton O. Smith Jr. designed the
botanical gardens and the scenic hiking trail encircling the lagttengardens and hiking trailere also installed in
19651966. After the City of Austin purchased the site in 1967¢Fst a Gar dens 6 site bounda
outdoor paviliorandadditional park ground®r large ©ncerts and outdoor event®day, Fiesta Gardens still

functions as an event and entertainment complex, but now also provides offices for City of Austin employees and
serves as a city maintenance equipment depot. With the exception of a few small additions and modificatians, and sit
boundary expansiaincorpaatinganew outdoor pavilionparklandsand par ki ng | ot , Fiesta
exterior fagade, and contributing resources reraagely unchanged and intact, thougklagoon trail has eroded

over the years to suchagt extent that now only the portion adjacent to the origimaplexsite still exists.

The Fiesta Gardenakeside event and entertainment complex is located at 2101 Jesse E. Segim&ty known

as Bergman Avenu@ Austin, Travis County, Teea. The Travis County Appraisal
property I D number as 282818; the | ega-bandRiverwiewi pt i on
Garden® | ocat ed on Naad hocated onrthe nodhern shéres.of a Rgoonnected to Lady Bird

Lake, the propertporders anceresidentialworking-class MexicamAmericanresidentiakenclave on the northern
perimeter, serving as a transition zone between the neighborhood and adjacent parkland. The buildings and planters
Fiesta Gardens are constructed of conaretsonry units (CMUs)ith a textured stucco surface treatment lending an
adobelike appearance; originally painted a cinnamon color, they are now painted in a bright gold hue. The Fiesta
Gardens complex retainhigh degree of integrity: itemainsn its original location and setting, and the principal
structures and features, and much of the original landscape, remains intact. Excepting the lageloictraas

eroded over thgears and the conversion of thdercado de Méxicto office space, the complex is still fully

functional as originally conceived and designed, though Fiesta Gardeasge i s evi dent throug
disrepair.

Fiesta Garden$Built Features
Main Entrance
Visitors to Fiesta Gardemster the complex through anderstated nortfacingdoorwayon Jesse E. Segovia St. A

six-foot wooden fencenvelopghe main compoungwere it not fora small sign posteon thenearby fenceandthe
poured concrete patlined by amanicured lawrandindicating arentryway,Fi e st a Gaentlaeacesthe mai n

! Fiesta Gardens. Austin Parks and Recosaflite Development Plan, 196@iesta Gardens to BloomThe Austin Statesman
(19141973), March 20, 1966.

2"Fiesta Gardens to Lure Tourists This Spring: Fun and Fléwastin inAction, April 1966, p. 39.

3 Fiesta Gardens. Austin Parks and Recreation Site Development Plan, 1960.
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north side of the concession buildimight be easily overlooked.a&B&dwoodenfencing andntermittentparallel

paiking spacesesembling drivewayfont an otherwise on-descriptstreescapeThemai n bui |l di ngbés ¢
modestront facade angeiled outward appearance conceals a colorful, engaging interior oriented towards the
complexd6s inner courtyard, which overlooks Lady Bird

concession building and dining hatyough which visitors aess thénterior patiocourtyard.
Concession Building and Dining Hgltontributing building)

The 5000-squarefoot concession building and dining hall facing Jesse E. Segovia St. is the piingigialg at Fiesta
Gardens and serves as the primarylipidntrance to the complex via a landscaped path leading to the front door.
Constructed of concretaasonry units (CMUgovered with textured stucco for an addike appearance and painted

in a bright gold hue c¢ons.i sthedallisa Lstory ractanghla buddmgth flaté s d
roof and square windows punctuating the facade (six windows on the north and south sides of the building, and four
windows on the west and east sides, respectively). The window exteriors are offsltoeithtie wooden shutters

painted in a bright, contrasting orange, as are other decorative detailing elements, including a simple linear band and
faux projecting timbers on the upper portion of the

Theconcession building interior featureplain, yet spacious open floptan accented with exposed wooden ceiling
beams and loatdearing columns. The highly textured horizontal ceillegmdeature decorative diamorshaped
carvings, while the vertical tamns feature triangular carvings at the top and bottoms that affdgirovide warm to
the otherwise unadorngdpen interior. A matchingzoodenframeconcession stand, equipped watisink,

refrigerator, and ampleountertop space, sits on the norttesidl the hall, next to the building entryway. A scuth
facing exterior door leads to the outdoor patio, and a-faestg door leads to the outdoor fountain courtyard.

Outdoor Patio(contributing sité

The outdoor patio just outside the concession huiflidosith facadalternates between a smooth and pebbled
concretesurface intermittently accented wittircularandsquarg ar den pl ant er s t hat empl
gold stucco surface treatment accented by a dark red brick bordencletgpah leads east to the eastern lagoon trail,
which now stops short down a fligbt concretesteps at the edge of the lagoon due to erosion. A short concrete/stucco
boundary wall topped with dark red brick demarcates the patio edge, separating the pdtie fegoon trail and lake

area, though in a few spots, the boundary wall is made of basic concrete. Just behind the perimeter, palm trees an
native plants (Crepe Myrtlesekns,Purple Heart Spiderwort, Mountairaurel, etc.), part of the original landge

design, stand at the southern patio boundary overlooking the lake.

Stage (contributing structure)

A wooden pavilion reminiscent of the ¢ oooocessbann bui l
which the stage sits. The slab exterior is paintedigadd ke e pi ng wi otlmer skuctaral feasture&ar d e n s

Courtyard Fountain (contributing object)

A large circular courtyard fountain, which can be accessed by the western concessioorhsits in the center of an
adjacent outdoor patio to the west of the main patio and stagéodritain was constructed with the same CMU,
stucco, and brick materials and painted gold somsi st
longer in use, but temains an aesthetic feature of the landscapewfoundary wall built of stucco and concrete,
andtopped with dark red briglborders the courtyard, now serviag a plantefor palm trees and native plants. The
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planter boder is cracked and broken in a few areas and some deterioration is evident. A wooden fence encloses the
north side of the space and can be opened to enable access for large vehicles and or groups.

SpectatoiGrandgand (contributing structure)

Thecoveral spectatograndstand, which seats 1000 and faces the lagisat the south side of the fountain
courtyard.The stand is the only structure within the complex that does not employ the prevailing textured gold stucco
and dark red brick design schemAecesig the standequires hopping over the concrete boundary wall and scaling
down the hill close to the bank of the lagoon to ascendrdredstandteps leading to the stand. Once there, however,
visitors enjoy picturesque views of the lagoon, LadylBiake, and the adjacent Lady Bird Hike and Bike Trail. At
some events, visitors can relive Fiesta Gardensé gl o
based performances in the lagoon.

Man-madelLagoon(contributing structurg

Originally a gr avel -npdedagoomsitsin Hetwees theamai® Biastd @andend buitdana

complex and Lady Bird Lake. The lagofaictilitatedboattransport to the sittom downtown hotelsas well as

lakeside boat tours. bfe importariy, however, the lagooprovidedastagefopopul ar cont-skpbngoy
performances on the watier spectatas seated in thgrandstandT o create the lagoongudelopers dredgetie quarry

below lake gradandbreached the quarry boundacpnneting thequarryto Lady Bird Lakeandfilling it with water

(a comparison of 1%band 1965 USG®pographicamapsindicatethat the lagoon boundary correspoeaactly with

that of theold quarry).The lagoon was originally encircled by a hiking tthét included several scenic overlopks

though the trail has since eroded, the@ g o 0 n Aakesidecistamrémainone ofFiesta Gardelis bi ggest Vvi s
attractionsA long, thinnonc ont r i buti ng boat dock sits.on the water

iMer cado dvarkevBidingwittoSmall Fountain Garden Courtyard Interjoontributing building)

The Market building was designed to functionwas parallel wings that opened intqreow openrair) courtyardhat

was onceovered by &learandretractablegabledroof which controllecclimate and humidityEach vendor stall

within the market originally faced the courtyafchough the old market building, which sits just south of the main
patio, stage, and fountain courtyard, now servesfaea&nd equipment storage space for the citybtligling and
courtyardnevertheless retains muchtbéir original charm. The fagade features two arched window insets (now
covered) on the south exterior of each wing. The textured, gold costuwet® aterior is detailed with the same
contrasting dark red brick border punctuating the rectangedtory building wings that flank the small garden
courtyard. Additionally, projecting timbers protrude in between a contrasting orange cornice and decordfive b
evoking historic southwesirchitectural forms. The arched windows;adedbortico entryways, and arched exterior
gateways, adorned with decoratively placed, yet plain dark red brick borders, juxtapose agagoslitiear building.

A concretepah leads west across a wooden truss bridge to the western and newer portion of the property; the path
forks just west of the bridge, one piece hugging the lagoon to the east, the other leading to the new pavilion and
pavilion grounds. The trail hugging thegoon has cracked and buckled in numerous places due to heavy erosion.

The market building interior and courtyard are accessed via a single arched iron gate to the north and a double gate t
the south. The northern gateway consists of a pebbled stdnarat single iron gate painted with a bright orange

accent color, flanked by a wooden privacy fence that encloses the space. The double gate to the south incorporates ¢
concretestucco arch and supporting stucco walls framed with a dark red brick buatitnansforms from a single

layer to a wide twdoot band above the arch. The top of the arch features a decorative strip of diagonally placed dark
red brick that adds visual texture, contrasting with the smooth, wide brick band beneath it. Insideyasdcausmall
concrete fountain sits in the center of a garden flanked by two building wings with arched portico entrances. Once
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open airthe wings have since been enclosed and are now used as office space, though the portico space in front of
each units still intact.

Fi est a Ga-contdbutsrdBuililEeatures

Fi est a Geaonttileuting féatures were built after the period of significance ended in 1974ddtibuting

features at Fiesta Gardens include the Johnny Degollado Outdoor fPaviliee west end of the property, an outdoor
restroom facility adjacent to the pavilion, a municipal maintenance equipment shed just west of the Mexican Market, &
boat dock sitting atop the | agoon, aastmnpehmeeere portabl

Property Inventory

Feature Type Number | Date CINC
Concession Building and Dining Hall | Building 1 1966 C
Outdoor Patio Site 2 1966 C
Stage Structure 3 1966 C
Courtyard Fountain Object 4 1966 C
Spectator Grandstand Structure 5 1966 C
Man-made Lagoon Structure 6 Breeched and filled c. 1962 C
Mexican Market Building 7 1966 C
Outdoor Pavilion Structure 8 200304 NC
Restroom Facility Building 9 After 1974 NC
City Maintenance Shed Building 10 After 1974 NC
Boat Dock Structure 11 2016 NC
ThreeBoat Storag&hipping Structure 12 2002 NC
Containers (counted as one structure

4 TheFiesta Gardens Land Acquisition and Development Repdilished in 1974 states that the lagoon first appeared on aerial
photographs in 1962. Dalgon, Dan M. for Austin City Councikiesta Gardens Land Acquisition and Development Reptay
29, 1974), p. 1).
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Statement of Significance

Openedn 1966,Fiesta Gardeni® Austin, Texasis afaux Mexicanthemed event and entertainment complex in
Central East Austin on the northeast shore of Lady Bird L&signed by architect William C. HolmanBiesta
Gardens was constructbyg Austin Aquatic Gardens syndicatéundedby the Perkins Group, a coalitiarf local and
regionalinvestors led bypusinessman and Austin Chamber of Commerce staffer, Tom Pexkih&d St. John,

former Austin Chamber of CommerBeesidenaind Austin Aqua Festival Commoddr€onceived in 1960 as an
interregional tourist attraction on par withl a b aBelingrath GardenandF | o r Cygdrasé Gardenboth of

which featured showgkiing entertainmengiesta Gardens opened to the public in May of 1966 after hosting the
annual Texas Medical Associati conventiorthatApril.” The functionally related complex consisted of several
principal buildings, aneticulouslydesignedotanicalandscape dfropical flowering, and native vegetation;
fountaing a manmade lagoon andccompanyin@5-seat excursion bodtu b b e d t h @ahiki@dtmipwithr r a |
scenic overlooks; analspectator stand overlooking the lagdaks a privateventure operating on publiand, the

project wascontroversial from the staflor wasFiesta Gardens as pitaible asbullish Perkins Group forecasts had
initially predicted leading the City of Austin tpurchasehe Perkins Groupease in December 1967 after a City
Council vote to recapture the site for public berfaiespite its unprofitability, Fiesta Gads served as a popular
waterbased entertainment, event, and shopping cémtéouristsfrom the time of its opening, cateringAmglo

visitors in the early dayand later expanding, underthet y 6s owner shi p, to serve as
Austin Aqua Festival, Austin Bo&lub races, and other civic and community evéhihe complex has been in
continuous operation since 1966, and while it no losgeres as a tourigenue it is still utilized as an eve space,
hosting largemusic festivalsas well assmallercommunitybased events

The Fiesta Gardertistrict isnominated tahe National Register under Criterion A (local levelltive areasof
Community Planning and Develoemt, Social Historyand Entertainment and Recreati@fith respect to
Community Planning and Development, fiesta Gardengrojectwaspivotal in shaping the development of the
northern shore of the then ngwdreated Lady Bird Lake (knowsontemporaneously as Town Lake) azdnterstate
Highway 35 beginning with the construction of the Longhorn Dam in 19&0esta Gardens is also significant in the
context of the cityo6s ¢ ommu rsiafajed)publgmivate vegtureaerperiméend e | o p
the first Austin City Council public site repurchagin 1967)involving development on Lady Bird LakEiesta
Gardens igurthersignificant in the context of Social History and Entertainment and Recreatamfiae x ot i ¢ 0
enkertainmenwenue and tourist attractighat, though based in a Mexicadmerican residential enclave, catered
primarily to Ando patrons during the Civil Rights enaith a desigrand programminghat relied on only vague
references to (as well as outrigiéreotypes of) authentic Mexican culture

5> Fiesta Gardens. Austin Parks and Recoeaflite Development Plan, 196@iesta Gardens to BloomThe Austin Statesman
(19141973), Mart 20, 1966.

6 "Fiesta Gardens to BloomThe Austin Statesm&h9141973), March 20, 1966.

"TAFi est a0 G@Rrdesns .r e | e Yewa)Gardgng to Lure Bopristd Bnié Bpding: Fun And Flgkastin in Action

April 1966,p.39i Famed Gapdess founder made his own ©OgahdaSentin@n ski s
August 2, 2015’ Fiesta Gardens to BloomThe Austin Statesmdfh9141973), March 20, 1966.

8 Fiesta Gardens brochuiiesta GardensAustin, Texas: Aprib, 1966. Austin History CenteFiesta Gardens. Austin Parks and
Recreation Site Development Plan, 1960.

fiBudget Still Ail i ng sFrdrnMedicarR EiesmiGardops CH it rys tPRifsGteaesdtstsn s . 0 Gl e
Castlebury, staff writefThe Austin Statesmgh921-1973); Austin, TexasDecember 8, 1967: A40.

PAgCity Plans t o OQglerAastineStatesmgh®21-8973F dun 26e10868.. 0

TaAustinds Town Lake: 't Mirrors Peace smafiwditerAmhecAlistintStatestnarr e n i
(1921-1973) Austin, Texas. March 20, 1966;Town Lake, Aust i n TeE&he dexasArchitedi4, hoalnd Us e
(JanuaryFebruary 1964): 13.
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Fiesta Gardensd rol e i n pr omoahdshowski amedainmenip Austinisalsa i ng b
important, as both were popular rddntury leisure activitie¥.Motorized speedboats, and rethteater sportshad
becomepopular forms of recreatiamationally by the early 1960Rerkins Group Vice President, Tom Perkins, aimed

to capitalize on the phenomenon at Fiesta Gardens, n
water skiingo'® In the decade that followed, other entrepreneurs, such as the North American Ski Lift Corporation,
proposed similarwatds a sed ent ertai nment vent u,pansngtmangoindinteredtina k e 6 s
waterbasedecreatiorand performancthroughout the 19704 Fiesta Gardens maintained its significance as an
entertainment and recreational venue even after it was purchased by the City of Austin is 286&,mt er of Au
cultural and recreational lifieaturingmajor city-sponsored events, such as Austin adiest, through thearly 1980s.

For the purposes of this nominatidrgwever the period of significanckegins with the initial construction in 1965

and extends t&é974, whent he ci tydés f aci ediareaylancacquisitiorseffartsceasadduetoe | at
community opposition and interventiofhe property meets Criteria Consideration G because it is exceptionally
significant for its association wittommunity organizing efforts tiyne Austin Hispanic community prevent

displacement of East Austin residents for facility expangioough the early 1970s

In the early 20 century civil unrest in Mexico(culminating in the Mexican Revolution of the 191@s)d to steady
migration to Texasincluding AustinIn 1910, the Hispanic population of Austin wady 1.7%o0f the tota) but the

1930 the census reported th@t225Latinoresident§1 3 % of Awu st i), and By 199@he Latina gopulation
was 121,68931%of total). In the late 19 century, theprimary Latino neighborhood in the city was just west ef th
city center, between Congress and Rio Grande, and Wesitdthe Colorado RiveThe first quarter of the 20

century, however, marked a period of transition fstéustin which hademergedrom the 19' century as a rather
diverse place of settlement for incoming European immigrastgell as Latinos and African AmericarBy 1910

east Austin property values were notably below those of otbighborhood and a Mexica\merican community
began to coalesdbere® In 1916the Austin School Boarestablished th€omal School athird and Chicorstreets

for Mexican American childrernThe First Mexican Baptist Church was erected at 301 East Avenue in 1920 and the
congregation of Our Lady @duadalupe Church was moved from the city center to 995 Lydia in 1927. A Mexican
American market was also regularly held néadaid Red River. Overall, East Austin offered less expensive land and
a greater degree of stability due to less impact from tridugrowth. By 1924 one third of all Latino families in

Travis County were reported to be iast Austin and by 1930 all Mexic#&merican churches were locatease of

East Avenudcurrenty IH-35). Ko c h and F duwslinc€itydsnicipad PlaBsough to solidify segregatiory
concentrating pmarily African American and Tejano resideimisEast Austin through selectivestriction of utility
servicedn other parts of the cityAs the plan was implementgabusing, utilities, civic infrastructure drother related
services were denied to African Americans and Latinos outside the estatbl@lers of East Austin, Whedke and
Clarksville.In 1931 legal sanctioning ¢iigh intensity ommercial and industrial zoning East Austin further
fracturedresidential improvement3$he segregation of Austin neighborhoods intensified through the 1960s, coinciding
with the postwar development along the shores of the Colorado River.

12 National Show Ski Associatioittp://www.usawaterski.org/pages/divisions/showski/main.@ypress Gardens. National Park
Service, National Register of Historic Places. April 14, 2014.

B3 "Fiesta Gardens to Lureotrists This Spring: Fun And Floralustin in Action April 1966, p. 39.

M Water Ski Lift and Concession Projetoposal prepared by the North American Ski Lift Corporation for the Austin Parks and
Recreation Department adistin City Council, June 187 Austin City CouncilMeeting Minutes. June 29, 1978ustin City

Council Meeting Minutes. October 12, 1978.

15 Greenbhill, Sharon Edgar. Impact of Central City Revitalization on East Austirstin, Texas. 1980: Austin, The University of
Texas. P. 12.
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Postwar Town Lake Developmentand the Planning of Fiesta Gardens

The redevelopment of the Colorado River ibtaly Bird Lake (then known agown Lakg in 1960ransformed the
cultural and architectural landscape of the City of Austispired by similar public works projects of the era, the
construction of Tom Miller @m inthe 1930s helped toontrol Colorado River floodingest of the cityand provided
a reservoiwith whichto harness electrical pow®rA u s t Seah6lrm Power Plaewventually provedhsufficient to
power the growing municipalityandin the mid1950sthe citybegan searching for a sittaccommodate a larger
power facility.A limestone shelf outcropping on the river ben®lassant Valley Road in east Austaformer
Colorado Riverattle crossing othe 1850<hisholm Cattle Trajlwas identified and secured for tb@nstruction of a
new,aptly named Longhorn Crossing Daloonghorn Crossing Dam, begun in 1959 and completed in 188@aped
the meandering Colorado River east of downtown, creatiagger reservoir for the forthcamg Holly Power Plant
and the sixmile waterway that is noknown ad.ady Bird Lake'’

The construction of the waterfront Fiesta Gardens complex in the mid to late 1960s helps to illustrate the evolution of
the physical and cultural landscapes that dgerlalongside the creation of Town Lake east of Interstate Highway 35,
in what was then a predominantly workiolgiss, MexicarAmerican communityEast Sand Beach Resertlee
lakefrontdistrict adjacent td-iesta Gardens, waleededo Austin by the Statef Texas in July of 1945 Over the

many years prior to redevelopmetiite Strobeg Tract,the site at the base of Chicon St. east of Festival Beadh

served as a Chislm Cattle Trail crossing, a possible campsite for Tonkawa Native Americans) antilistrial

gravel pit before the establishment of Fiesta Gardens in 296 gravel pit was originally owned by Travis

Materials and, once abandoned, purchased 1960y the City of Austin with Public Works funds from the

Electrical Department. Thadsta Gardenkgoon which first appeared on aerial photographs in 296&s formed

when the gravel pit, and a channel connecting the pit to the lake, were dredged and inundated by Fake water.

Recogni zing the new wat eustiniClmamhebdos Commecce \sasavilyirerolvedint e nt i a l
promoting the public bond measure that financed Longhorn Crossing Dam, as well as planning and development of tt
lakefront.In 1961, Austin City Council formed a Town Lake Study CommiffdeSC), thefi b r a i #afthe | d o
Chamber of Commercéitiallych ar ged with overseeing and gui,deng dev
committeec onsi sted of two representatives from the Chambi
Recreation departemt, and two members from the @t®lanning CommissiorChamber of Commerce staffers Ed St.
John and Tom Perkins, who launched plans for Fiesta Gardens in 1960 before the TLSC was officially formalized,
were named to the committdater eliciting conflict of interest charges when their Fiesta Gardens project proposal

aired publicly Relegated to the review of private projects in 1966 (after the Fiesta Gardens eeadegaroved) and
disbanded by Austin City Council in February 1966, the committeecardsoversial from the staft.Some opposed

the formation of TLSC, preferring the Parks Board to oversee lakefront development talesimlreublic lands

remained open to the publiContemporary news reports stated of the committeefihiatt s nwakeupgandits role

BfFAustinds Town Lake: |t Mirrors Peace and Profit, Sereni
Glen Castlebury, staff writer. The Austin Statesman (1B243); Austin, Texas. March 20, 1966.
7 1bid.

18 City of Austin, Office of the City ManageFiesta Gardens Land Acquisiti@nd Development Repog, 1 By Dan M.

Davidson for Austin City Council. Austin, Texas: May 29, 1974.

®AFiesta Gardens.o (Press release) April 5, 1966.

20 City of Austin, Office of the City ManageFiesta Gardens Land Acquisition and Development Repott,By Dan M.

Davidson for Austin City Council. Austin, Texas: May 29, 1974.

21 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. May 26, 1967.

2fiwaters Rough From Start. o Gl en Ca s t1078)bAustiy, Texas.tMarEhf20, 1966 t e r
2 bid.
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ticularly be‘amuthePiestda Gamlens o mmi t t

were questionable (p i
t bi ggest devel opment project o

ar
contract, arguably he
Perkins Group investment principdladconceived of Fiesta Gardens as the first private venture on public land before
the waters of the Cotado River ever filled Town Lake, howevdiheGardens Group syndicaitgtially approached
the Austin City Councilin 1962 to proposwhat waghen namedheii Au s t i n Gaidgne @an forctheStroberg
Tract? In January 1963wto TLSC members who were al@ardens Groupcorporators, Tom Perkins, a paid
Chamber of Comerce staffer and Ed St. John, a Chamber of iGerne staffer anddvertising executive,ifghed the
proposal to thentire TLSC.The TLSC rejected the proposal on the groundsttePerkinsGrouph ad n 6t pr o vi
enough information to demonstrakatthe plan was compatible with overall Town Lake @lepment. Moreover, the
proposedoublic-private partnership was immediately criticized as a conflict of interest boondagdl¢éheoutcry
over Per kitiessoGhe projectded imtadesigni ty Council then appointed
Commerce manager VMathias, asis TLSCsuccessof®

Despitethe scandal Perkins andormer fellowTLSC committee member, ad agency executive Warren Beaman,
pursued thie proposal to leastnec i t2@-d@creStroberg Tact forthe Austin AquaticGardens venture. Appealing
directly to the Austin City Councih March 1963the Perkins Group was awardibe requestedease andoncession
contractviaC o u n ariahinGoss vote of suppdudr the development of lakeside botanical gardens and an ammiseme
park at Fiesta Gardert$28 The 1963 contract included a-y8ar lease and required the Gardens Group to put at least
$100,000 in improvements into the site (at the time, promoters committed to investing $250,000 to develop the
Gardens)Citing strongrevenue projection®,the contract stipulated limited returns to the City in the early stages,
with payment of $100 in monthly rent plus 2.4% of the concessions gross and 8% of admissiSisfesating

future expansion, in October of 1963, City Coilibegan notifying area property owners of their intent to purchase
land tracts north of and adjacent to Fiesta Gardens on Salina, Concho, and Chicof' Steetahile, oher private
interests such aghelLittle Texas amusement patkmpanytook noteof the deal, believing it hagkt aprecedenfor

future development, angcalizingthe expectation that the city wouttlereafteisupport other proposed publficivate
ventures proposed drown Lake

Perkins Groupepresentative Warren Beamazappeareé before Council in June of 196requesing contract

amendmentsia theacquisitionof an additional hatblock wide strip of land north of the lagodyefore completing

the newly renamed f L a.d\igungthaGadditidoralmparking woeld e Ihemgedte actommodate
population growth and an increase in tourism, Beaman gfignhisticforecasts predictingp t0o250,000visitors to

the Gardenby 1968theyealSan Ant oni o 6 swoutlleebibs theasiter f Ptalre&k Wor | ddés Fali
was tohost the Olympic Game$ BeamarurgedCouncil to capitalize on interregional tourism in Texas and bgyond
proclaiming that, based on these figures, the city could expect a return of $83,679 wHieb&ould increasto
$6,000,000 within fivegarsNot i ng t he popul arity of FI| or i,Beardasstat€d/ pr e
that, ACypress Gardens has a good clean tourist oper

24 1bid.

25 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. September 20, 1962.

26"Fiesta Gardens to BloomThe Austin Statesm#h9141973), March 20, 1966.

27 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. March 21, 1963.

28 City of Austin, Office of the City ManageFiesta Gardens Land Acquisition and Development RefpoBtan M. Davidson for
Austin City Council. Austin, Texas: May 29, 1974.

2 "Fiesta Gardens Sets Sale Price." Glen Castlebury, staff vilfiterAustin Statesmgh921-1973), May 31, 1967.

f WatRousgh From Start. o Glen Cast | eb u-19y3); Asstinalexhs. March 20€1866. T h e
31 City of Austin, Office of the City ManageFiesta Gardens Land Acquisition and Development Repo#,By Dan M.
Davidson for Austin Cit Council. Austin, Texas: May 29, 1974.

32 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. June 25, 1964.
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plantings and a goaghowo®® Beaman furtheprofferedt he fApossi bi lity of an excell
a piece of property for which the City Planners and City Administrators can at the present time see no possible use th
would bring the City more benefitahn t hi s *oper ati on. o

Though some Council members believed the contract to be inequitable due to the high price the city would necessaril
pay to recover the land, the Counuilnethelessoted to approv® e a maeqguesGardengpromoters, however,

proceaded to incorporate the newly acquired land into the shop and concession area, leaving their parking to the soutl
on the East End of Festival Beach (as required by the April 1963 contract, which called for 550 parking spaces on the
beach south), risking ¢hire of City CouncilMeanwhile, in 1964 and 1968he cityexpandedirea land acquisition

plansfor Fiesta Garden® include tracts north of what was then known as Bergman Avenue (nowB€&Ssgovia

St.), between Canadian (now Robert Martinez Jy.a8td Anthay StreetsTwo such land tract®nce purchasetere
tradedfor parcels owned bthe Austin Independent School DistrigtOctober of 1965 to facilitate the construction of
Martin Middle School athe intersectin of Haskell and Comal Stre€fs1965 also saw Gardens promoters request
Counci |l 6s per mi sxsursommotorboatmmp Eownalbke. Cauncil members dragged their feet, but
eventually approved the request in the spring of 1966, after learning that the Texas Medical As¢§biMa{jdrad

arranged to host their annual convention at Fiesta Gardens that April, one month before the Giardiynspened

to the public®

Fiesta Gardens 1968.967

The original Fiesta @&denscomplexwas mostlybuilt outas of 1966, witmearcompletion of its principal buildings,

as well as a partially covered grandstand seating 1000 for water skiing and othdragateentertainment. Other

features includedutdoor rose and fern gardens surrounded by tropical and native Texas plantirn{@ palm trees,

banana trees, and native xeriscaping such as fruit trees, bougainvillea, mountain laurel, crepe myrtle, and sago palm)
andthe completed lagooand ahalf-mile trail, complete with scenic overlooks, encircled the lagoohiking and
picturesque viewsThevenueofficially openedo the publica s i Fi e s tindMayda66 with greadfanfaré.

Located on the periphery of a workhstass MexicarAmerican residential enclave, Fiesta Gardens catered to Anglo
Amer i cans sreiedidcanguryentertaifinent lexpemnce.The architecture of Fiesta Gardens, however,
capitalized on broad stereotypes that reveal a lack of understanding (if not disregard) of the distinctions between the
architecture of Mexico and that of the Americauthwest. This is especially apparent in the Concession and Market
buildings, each of which feature the low profiles, (false) exterior vigas, and decorative carved wood column capitals
common in the regional Pueblo and Pueblo Revival architecture of Nedcd] The designers borrowed freely from
various regions and periods, resulting in an architectural hybrid that is neither western American nor Mexican in
design.

The Chaparral , Ffeseosnedeexc@sion thaonbsad, shiittled wisgoraihfaom nearby lakeside

hotels downtown, angrovided watebased tours of the lagoofhis mode of transporting visitors to site served to

bring customers in without travelling by car through the Mexican neighborhood in which Fiesta gardens was nestled.
In addition to scenictou(svi a an open sightseeing dndgarddnbails known as
entertainmentncludedaquaticshows on the lagoo professional water ski stunt teaasserbled from avariety of
locations(including Austin,Houston, San Antonio, Ohio, and as far reaching as Mg»eoformed three times daily.

33 |bid.

34 |bid.

35 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. October 21, 1965.

36"Fiesta Gardens to BloomThe Austin Statesmdh9141973), March 20, 1966.

37"Fiesta Gardens Performer3he Austin Statesmdh9211973), July 31, 1966. Austin, Texas.
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Also featuredvere ski jumpingbarefoot skiingwater balletandwaterbasedkite flying performancesThe Mercado

de México, a Mexicarthemed markes h o w ¢ aashientigdécapo f f er ed faut hentic examp
providing shopperswiti an abundance of g¢i%Themarkethoused mshapgngstalsnd cur
flanking agardencourtyard squarandfountain centerpieceé\ clear, convertible, gabledbof covered theourtyardin

winter monthscreatingatemporaryconservatoryn which to controlling temperature and humidlitlye retractable

Acl i mat ¥roafwasremoved during warmer weathemakingforan fdal | r € a*Sioviag 16661 t

mar ket vendors i ncl B dperdtedmeMand Msnlohn Wikinsbrih&\@apitol Arts

Society, whose stalls featured Native American works from the southwest; a Mexican Curio shop, and a Tarascan
Crafts shogd! The concession building and dining hall a i mederdn tHadility goobvided patronsvith

food and a place teat while the stage and pa@commodatetively entertainment and dancing.

Despite the opening pageantry drudd forecasts, FieatGardens was financially unsuccessful. In July 1966, Perkins
Group principals submitted their first payment to the City with disappointing results. The payment, totaling $238.94,
included a Perkins Group $100 monthly rent payment to the City and gregst tages on water show, flower

display, and concession operations, representing 2.4% of concessions and souvenir receipts and 8% of the gate rece
in June 19662 The city had earlier agreed to pay for beautification at Fiesta Gardens Beach at 20% ofavitat

the Perkins Grop owed the city. There was nitycbudgetary or project oversight to account for the amount spent on
beautification, howevein response to a request for information from Council, Eit\ance Director, Norman Burker,
reported hat he had finot received an account i nyknawfthet he t
nature of* the work. o

In the fall of 1966, the Perkins Group asked Council for permission to build a road from IH35 to Fiesta Gardens to
increasevisibility and provide a direct route for visitor traffic frafime highwayso agto increasdacility business and
revenue; Council declined the request citing lack of fdhtlsJanuary 196 however after City Council authorized

the purchase of sevellats on Chicon St. just north of Fiesta Gardens, the Planning Commission weighed in in favor

of the Perkins Group, recommending that, instead of purchasing more land, Council to stick to the Town Lake master
plan, which called for connecting Festival Beaciul Holly beach via installation of a road running north. That same
month, public conflict erupted be tHfowmditrAusiniBeasCQlub Gar den
Though Town Lakevas not open to public boatindpe Boat Cluthad long heldheir annuaboat race charity

fundraiserand also hosted National Drag Boat RacesTown Lake' 4’ The Perkins Grouponethelesasked

Council to limit, and even consider disallowjrtige Austin Boat Club s  w e drdgleoat chces, thougloth groups

claimed their events were the primary tourist draw to Town Lake. Austin Boat Club offigalsdthat, though
Perkins Group principals had invested | arpgetelgomoed nt s
Per ki ns Gr ocuopmpiil | ei tceel nys ec ot fioThe Austin BaatvChub ultimdtedy prévailed despite the

Per ki ns Gr oup 6 boughthepr evenis twerkighly ungoputar, witht the adjacent residential community

38 Fiesta Gardens brochuféiesta GardensAustin, Texas: April 5, 1966. Austin History Center.

39"Fiesta Gardens to Lure Tourists This Spring: Fun And Flagastin in Action April 1966, 40.

“AFiesta Gardens. o (Press release) April 5, 1966.
“AiNew Central Texas AThe Bhmwcasp.o4b. Austihj Texas uly 1966t dens . 0
42 |bid.

“ABudget Still Ailing: CityrRecé€iwess aFiGasdeRay bell@iAastnFiCa st |
Statesmarf1921-1973); Austin, Texas. July 30, 1966.
44 1bid.

®APl anning Commi ssi on Re| hetAsstinBiatesmdh821-1073), theuarg 11 R86&.d Pl an. 0
®fThe Boatt sClWibe va naf | TTthevAustih Stktesm4id2¥E1978), January 15, 1967.

47 Alternative Sites For Drag Boat Racing in AustReport prepared by the City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department for
Austin City Council, October 1977.

“fAThe Boand Cltusb Vi ew o The Austiw Gtatdsradhd21-1978)eJanbary 15, 1967.
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(due tohigh levels oioise, traffic, and light pollion, as well agrash left by revelejsBoat Clubdrag racing events
continued on Town Lakenabatedhrough Januargf 19784

As of | ate May 1967, Fiesta Gardens was still wunprof
Recreation Adisory Board to proposediy buy-back of the site, claiming that they had so far spent $331,000 on site
improvements. With the Board recommending thatityebuy-back the Gardens, a few Council members openly

asked the Perkins Group for a transparentpc hase price, indicating interest,
Perkins Groups reps demurriedesponse s ayi ng that theyodod Ahave® Jjusttwsee w
days |l ater at Counci howaeverPetkinsGroaprattorndy DicksBdkarstatedehattstockhglder
disappointment over poor performance and discontent with Fiesta Gardens lease conditions and general operations |
made it impossible to raise additional local capital for the verBaieer cautionethat i f t h erecapiurey di d
Fiesta Gardens, the Perkins Group would be forced to look for capital outside of Texas to provide new and different
attractions to lure tourists. Baker subsequently claimed that the Perkins Group had spent -$225000000n

improvements to buildings and plants on site. In response, Camaeilmouslwoted to direct the Parks and

Recreation Advisory Board to study potential city uses for the site in the following week. By aXxlimag)in,

Council also voted to obtain amdependent appraisal (the two voting against the independent appraisal notably having
been involved in pushing for the original deal and leasing terms). Several Council members voiced criticism of the
original 1963 deal, with Councilman Dick Nichols magfithat the City tax rolls showed only $80,600 worth of site
improvements (though that figure did not irsduthe money spent on plantSpuncil opted to wait for the results of

their own appraisal and suggestions for use by the Parks and RecreatiarABe@rd before considering the
Perkins Groupo6s ofer and purchase price.

The foll owing week, in an official |l etter to Counci l
$250,000, specifically in the form of $80,000 in cash,ani &$ , 00 O0Oc mot en fiait nt &Amdther b o n
|l etter detailed a |ist of the Perkins Groupds probl e

that the city commit to and n s3gththesGardend entrance; that ttheacttye f or
assist with placing markers directing tourists to the Gardens; that the city apgrov@a at or i umo ( not

defined, but presumed to be a moratori um oncilatiopta payn
resolution on the 6official attituded towards t he Ga
the Gardens | ease contract statement of purpose-. 0 Ad

$250,M0 worth of improvements had been made (despite the tax rolls showing only $80,600), and argued that the
original 1963 lease contract cited a $450,000 recapture figure that would apply were the City to find a need and/or us
for the site>® Council rejectedhe offer on June 2, 1967, on the grounds tti@fpurchase price was too high,

particularly given the discrepancy between the $250,000 worth of site improvements the Perkins Group cited and the
$80,600 listed onthetaxrolldd di t i on al | agements Had with the ¢citashowedtthat Fiesta Gardens

earned $35,000 in gross receipts during the first year of operation (1966); those receipts plus the $100 monthly groun
rental netted the cityony 2, 804 durin the first year. o

In November 196The Perkins Group returned to the city with a reduced purchase price of $130060€]inghat
the venture had consistently lost money since opening in May 1966, and offering to transfer all buildings and assets ¢

4 Alternative Sites For Drag Boat Racing in Austireport prepared by the City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department for
Austin City Council, October 1977.

°f Co umecni | Wa nt TReiAgstinr Staesmdh921-1973), May 24, 1967.

' Ci ty Repos s @hedistnStatSsmghd2i-Od3), May 26, 1967.

2fiCouncil Balks at Fiesta Gar de n sTheAustic tateInaf021-1973),evayt3a, Gar d e
1967.

53"Fiesta Gardens Sets Sale Price." GLEN CASTLEBURY, staff wiltlee. Austin Statesmgh921-1973), May 31, 1967.
“ACounci | Re fTheAlustin Statesnt{@9A1s1978), June 2, 1967.
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site to the cityalong witha certifiedlist of debts, notes, and liabilities. Perkins Group officcalstendedhat
Gardenso6 stockhol der s woul -Hackwerestle cify B 2edaptOrdthe piopeft@ith e pr o
Manager Bob Tinstmane c o mmended t hat the city purchase the sit
to pay of fandhingheibBetemberc8el9&Y meeting, Coumednimouslyoted to purchase the 2@re

Fiesta Gardensact and accompanyirigasefor $115,000, along with the Gardens excursion boat for a price not to
exceed $1,800, and the purchase of a ticket machine and cash register for $400. Magar Broma Long, long a

critic of theoriginal 196350-year privatdeaseon public landapplaudd the purchaseleclaringthatt he fAci ty i
really getting a very good buyad eafrud tthoatg,€tf tthheatc iltainz

To facilitate the purchase, ACounci | aut hor25% di nttheer
while the remaining $15,000 would paid by available city fund3.he Guncildecided tammediately begin

utilizing thefacility for private parties, meetings, and special evethite consideringa variety of potentiallong-term
usesjncluding a convention center, a community recreation center, a senior center, and a tourist attBmtien.

believed that a tourist attraction and/or conventioncemeru | d bol st er Austinds effort
number 3 convention citpiTexas buf feri ng against competition from S
would host the 1968Vo r | d 6 s , Featurimga RamAenerican theme andaterski-shows® Arguingthat Al wan
t hat Gar den o f%&mmaflLong reitete herdomestantlirg oljection to site privatizatidnsisting

that, as a city facility, Fiesta Gardens should be available to the pDblieriday, December 15, 1967, officials signed
paperwork officially transferring property ownership to the gity.

Operation of the City-Owned Venue, 196869

After 1967 Fiesta Gardens was adapted for public use as a cultural and recreational civic center where community
based and citgponsored events and entertainment, suéhRs o | i ¢é?andthegdmgrumningAustin Aqua

Festival, took placelhe Aqua Festival incorporated earlier Fiesta Gardens ski show$agoon boat toursto a new
waterbased entertainmelibeup, which includedregional water ski tournaments, Austin Boat Club drag boat races,
andthe Miss Austin Aqua Beauty Pagea®ther Aqua Fest programming at Fiesta Gardens incléidédt hni ¢ F e s
Nights 0 designed to appeal to various Austin demograghydsi ghl i ght i ng the #Acul tures
greatdo®®*A Et hni ¢ Fe st ChechiNight)sabdlocherFiestawe Mericarfalso knowncontemporaneously

as Mexican Night)Western Night, Soul Night, and German Nigsachpromisingi aut hent i co0 f ood al
entertainment*®At t endees were encouraged t o the®carrespdn@Gmegrothen, M
themefor the evening®

In February 1968, the city adopted a new Town Lake Comprehensive Development Plan, which called for the
continuing expansion of the Fiesta Gardens comjiekuding theacquisition ofone tier of therresidential land

®A60ptimistico: hEsest adiGaa tEhdAubtiPSiaesmdhol1a7B)sDeaember 2, 1967.
56"Agreement Near on Fiesta GardenBie Austin Statesmgh921-1973), December 6, 1967.

57 City Purchases Fiesta Gardens." Glen Castlebury, staff writer Austin Statesan (1921-1973), December 08, 1967.

58 City of Austin, Office of the City ManageFiesta GardensManagement and operations proposal memo from R. M. Tinstman
to Austin City Council. Austin, Texas: January 16, 1968.

59 Water ski shows at HemisFair 1968. ThatRl to Texas History. University of North Texas Digital Library.

80" Tourism: City Plans to Operate Fiesta Gardefibé¢ Austin Statesman (192973),Jan 26, 1968.

8 Fi esta Gardens Tr ansf e The Aubtin Btateshdh92&1973),Decedber 1QM6E r s hi p. 0
62" Austin Swings' Spotlights Fiesta Gardens Frolic Nighth& Austin Statesman (192973),April 29, 1972.

88" At Three New fAAquaf es ThedusthErtesmant(182973pAug 02,1a6B. Touc h"

84 Ethnic Fest Nights To Bring Sparkle to Fiesta Gardefise' Austin Statesman (192873),August 4, 1972.

" At Three New fAAquaf es fThedusthErtesmant(182973pAug 02,1a6B. Touc h"

56 1bid.
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parcels on the north side of Bergman Aveffughortly thereafterin April of 1969, a group of East Austin residents
suedin16¥Di strict Court, accusi ng sevwmroperies thadalfeadpuichdsddb e r at
neaer their homes to become fAdil apidatedo and fAunsanit
area | and fPhatgtaghiceviterceipoivedvacant homes, debris, weeds, trash, abandoned cars, open
sewer lines, and stagnaméater pools on the citgwnedlots s ubst anti at i ngThdgtowasp!| ai nt i
complained that, since the city began purchasing area land tracts for the expansion of Fiesta Gardengacity staff
threatened the owners of adjacent properti#is @ondemnation and eminent domain if they did not sell. The suit

alleged thatthei t y had offered to purchase their respective
than the balance due on t heat dwingt geetng etween prdperty avoerstandf u r
city representatives (City Manager Bob Tinstman and
that, fAthe offers were final and wtrthae hp riliymgess f fwe it
were also accusasf informingh o meowner s t hey had Apaid too much for
therefore did not represent mar ket value. 0

City Manager Bob Tintsman denied the chargesistingthat the city had improved the alleged nuisance properties,

and that area land tracts had been purchased for use as public park space and a playground adjacent to Martin Middl|
School.Describingthe Fiesta Gardens expansion plas8 i n ¢ i d e n t narlaintainedhat aitg dtaffibad assured

the plaintiffswould receivei adequat e compensationodo and f aiAwardofee at mer
growingpublic relations disaster,it§ Council temporarily cesed purchasing area land tractshia wake of the suit.
Communitydiscontenwith Fiesta Gardensonethelesmanifestedsimultaneouslyn a series of minor burglary and
vandalism incidentdjowever. @esuch incidentinvolving the thef of purses during a private party for Texas

legislatos, took place on May of 196¥andalismwas more frequent, as exemplified via a JU8@&9 attack on the

Fiesta Gardens excursion boat, which was ransacked and then set adrift on Tafin Lake

Expansion Plans and Opposition19761974

Renewed callsforardaand acqui sition for Fi es thenth6&AustidRarksahd e x pan ¢
Recreation Departme(®PARD) assumed operation Bfesta Gardens. In 1974, PARD proposed a revised Town Lake
Development Plan, which included acquisition of all renmajrprivately owned lots south of Bergman Avenue, as

well as all residential lots on the north side of Bergman Avenue between Chicon and Anthony/Sir@gdd-iesta

Gardens Land Acquisition and Development Repasts ued by t he Ci t thattiedesiegder 6 s of
properties were to be acquired either through an agreement approved by the City Council or through eminent domain
proceedingsg® Councilauthorizednesuchpurchasen February of 1974 and several others in March of 1974

ranging from$4,000 on the low entb $11,500 on the high erid”®

Landprocuremenplans were agaitemporarilypostponed in April 1974 aftgret another controversgvolving the
citybs Property Management [BpppagngbaiveerCoundnmpril 18, rdteraey pr o p e
Cicily Simms, representing 6garold Joe Hernandez of 2106 Bergman Avermmaenplainedf thec i tland s

acqui sition methods, c aMiHemandehadduilihis own Bosns 2Pzars prioramdr or s

67 City of Austin, Office of the City ManageFiesta Gardens Land Acquisition and Development Repo&,By Dan M.
Davidson for Austin City Council. Austin, Texas: May 29, 1974.

88 "City Accused in Land Case." Tom Barry, staff writEhe Austin Statesmgh921-1973), April 5, 1969.
®fvandal i sm Pr obl e e Austin Stetésa#h®221973) Junk & 7 59690

0 City of Austin, Office of the City ManageFiesta Gardens Land Acquisition and Development Repo#&,By Dan M.
Davidson for Austi City Council. Austin, Texas: May 29, 1974.

" Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. February 14, 1974.

72 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. March 7, 1974.

73 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. March 21, 1974.
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wanted to emain,’* butwascoercedo sell for roughly$5,000when threatened with condemnation through eminent
domain.Noting thati Her nandez speaks very |ittle English and h
what h e Simmsgxplided that Hernandezlievedfiicondemnatiod meant that the city would demolistshi

home withouteimbursemenif he did notagree to seff° City Legal confirmed that the city could indeed condemn the
home and evict t he ebpricegshouldthecowrienrafuseato siiimms urgednCaundil to

provide relocation assistance (in the form of money and support services) to Mr. Hernandez, expressing concern that
the Hernandez family had been unable to find suitable new housing acdatione for the $5,000 the city paltem

forthe propertydn That means t heyol | either-i mooeme i mo ws it mMiffllve@ | @k
city has a duty o consider relocation. o

Despitetheongoingplan to purchase 17 area land parcedsyfaMay 1974 t he <ci tydés of fi ci al
rel ocation assistance, as officials maintained that
Procedurally, writtemtreoti ¢c® @utricth@sttehevaci mpd |l ed t o
project and the parts of "Jessi¢E Segoviaimévedaz010 Beaman Avereie t o
across the street from Fiesta Gardémasl received one sucbtice dated June 12, 1974The letters caused panic and
uncertainty among residents whioough they did not wish to leave, had resigned themselves to moviackloé
affordablehousingoptionsandconcomitant difficulty of finding comparabteplacemen housi ng at t he
purchase price onl y’ added to residentso6 al ar m.

East Austin residents won supportrficCouncil Member Jeff Friedman, howewsho called for a public hearing on

the matter beforthe city acquired any additional lafat the exparion ofFiesta Gardes Council held the hearing on

June 6, 1974 to discuss expansion plans, as well as the adoption of a relocation assistance program modeled on the
Urban Renewal Agencyds Title 2 program, which Uheiliz
hearing was well attended by residents, neighborhood organizations (such as the East First Street Center Advisory
Committee and the East Austin Civic Association), church groups, and the Brown Berets, all of whom decried the
citybds | and easandensumng residential displaceenBrispite the uproaAustin Parks and Recreation
Director Jack Robinson recommended that, Athe city <c
heavily used for Aqua Festivals, boat races,atdu b house rentals, 06 and that he I
compl eted by t h®%Embrgingasah aitspokeadomnyueity advoakissie Segoviespondeadn

behalf ofarea residentsequesting that the city hdfti e st a eS@mnsith plans aind ensuing residential

displacement, that residents may preseviiat remained ofheir communityd Al I t he peopl e here
said, fAbut they think it ds®Qtsetliersg tfh athtHameifohls gearligv &

“AiResidents Accept oCdtteyd ERldccaus eNidfl FBiee sRed oGar densTheExpansi
Austin Statesman (19211973),June 5, 1974.

®ACity House Acquisition: O6Horr or TRetAostinyStatestnard (F029€3),Apdl 199 o hn O
1974.

6 1bid.

"MMSome View It As A Money Gobbl i ThgAusti Staesnan @92973)®ayr28, 1974 o wl e |
8 City of Austin, Office of the City ManageFiesta Gardens Land Acquisition and Development Repottl. By Dan M.

Davidsonfor Austin City Council. Austin, Texas: May 29, 1974.

7 City of Austin, Property Management Departmeuand acquisition notice from Joseph Morahan, Public Property Manager, to
Jessie Segovia. Austin, Texas: June 12, 1974.

®fResidents AdMNMddt B@i tRel Bbdiadte:d Because of Fiesta TBardens
Austin Statesman (19211973),June 5, 1974.

81 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. Austin, Texas: June 6, 1974.

2fiResi dents Accept CityuEdiof: FWebktaB6aRdknsaErdaBeican. o
Austin Statesman (19211973),June 5, 1974.
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had recently just paid ¥¥Qagdqvitad ,quensdt idd de ch otth evi rsehc & 0

acquisition program in the Fiesta GardensdRea.c al | i ng fAa ti me when he coul d w
house,andtiven he had neighbors I|living on the | arfSegovaw i ns
vowedthati he woul d not no& A E83vAustinhAmeritarStatesmangtrospectiveaptly

summari zed community senti ment in 1974, noting that,

buy them out and the barbed wire fence surrounding Fiesta Gardens are symbolic of what they feel is indifference to
the needsofthEast Austin®neighborhood. o

Council MemberfFriedmarvociferouslysupported the idea of relocation assistaimegstingthat,i t h e (should} vy
provideadditional relocation benefits for displaced residents, in addition to market eslu@ayments faheir

propertydoii My t h ion khien gfis time welcandejmburse people who are having to move out because the city
wants to plant a tree or build a parking lot (particularly because) there is already a deartmobiog/housing in
Austinandreslent s cannot find repl acement®HepropessedthiitcCouncil dné a n
citizensreconvenén August to resolve the issuaowing both sides time to develop new solutions thight satisfy

all parties involvedCouncil then also directed City Attorney Don Butler to draft a city relocation ordinance for review
at the August meeting.

In the intervening monthbetween June and August 194dssie Segovia formed the East Town Lake Citizens
Neighborhood AssociatiofE TLCNA), of which he served as inaugural President, to organize area regidsagce

to saving the neighborhood, andavocate for relocatioassisance onbehalfdf hos e whodd B2 hosen
AUNt il now webve had todoresperagamiszedddofvfi iduiadlsl, y nd wheve
want. I1tdos to keep ohomokemeghat O sk¥evg Bl gsci mpioghlaomib ac
project would have devastating consequences on our Mexican Culture,oarBarrand o¥r di gni ty. @

Council and community negotiations continued in Audi#¥4, resulting itthe adoption of anfficial city relocation

program, operated by the Urban Renewal Agency, that provided relocation benefits (including money and relocation
assistance) to all displaced residents, retroactive to January 1311@@©October 3, 1974, Council and community
representatives negotiated a mutually agreeable Gardens expansion and corresponding land acquisition plan for the
remaning land parcels iguestion. A compromise waeached, allowing property ownevho wanted to remain in

their homego do sowithout fear of eminent domaispeaking on behalf of the newly organized East Town Lake
Citizens Neighborhood AssociatigB TLCNA), Jessie Segovia oplimented the city on the settlement, noting that,
Aimost of the (affected) r édAilodgdastingsandirduerdial gommeunitye d wi t h
organizationS e g o ETLENAgemains activetodads a r esul t o f Begmhan@eniewas ef f or t
renamed Jessie E. SegoviaiStAugust of 2006honoingMr . Segovi a6s extraord®nary

83 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. Austin, Texas: June 6, 1974.

i Garden of thorns: Wary neighborhood, «ci tAustimAmerdcaan East A
Statesmark-ebruary 13, 1983.

%A Man Says He ol | Th&AustihStateBneah (A32%78), Junmen6, 1974.

%A Garden ofy tnheoirgnhsb:orWaorod, city repl an Eas @AusthAmeaidam Par k. o
Statesmark-ebruary 13, 1983.

AiFri edman Urges Fi es tThe AGstirr Staesman (POAY73),Apcil 11H®3a4 i ng. o

8AiTown Laker Grom@s Go@ar d&Smayv eAFHe Austin EitizenAuBust@4 t0%4e d . o

89 1bid.

% On the Fiesta Gardens expansion and the formation of the East Town Lake Citizens Neighborhood Association. Austin, Texas.
Jessie E. Segovia. October 1974.

91 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. Austin, Texas: August 22, 1974.

92 Austin City Council Meeting Minutes. Austin, Texas: October 3, 1974.

BfAJessie Segovi-2a0 BO ;o gAuaspthiyn, 1Me3x7fas. 0 Hortensia Pal omares.
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Today, the City of Austinbés Parks and Recreation Dep
continues to servas an event facility. Fiesta Gardens hosts both small, comrhasgd affairs, such as community
meetings, quincearfieras, weddings, and high school commencement ceremonies; and large events, including local ar
regional music, entertainment, and food ifeds.

Conclusion

As a functionallyrelated complex consisting of buildings, objects, structures, and landscape architecture that was
designed and built at the same time for the same purpose, Fiesta Gardens is historically and aesthetically united by a
unified site plan and design aesthetfieated for the purpose of promoting laide gardens, watdrased
entertainment, §aux)A Me x it ha@me d o6 shopping experience, and touri
structures, objects and featurall but the lakeside trail, which has largely erodetain a high degree of integrity in
location, setting, use, materials, workmanship, design, feeling, and association even today.

As an eclectic migtentury modernist spin off of Spanish Colonial anéfo Revival styles, Fiesta Gardens embodies
the distinctive characteristics and construction methods of a local variation on these architectural styles, including
form, proportion, structure, plan, and style; materials are fully integrated with thdl imesaand massing typical: the
buildings aresimple, rectilinear structusduilt of concretanasonry units (CMUs)ith a textured stucco finish,

painted in earth tones and punctuated by repetitive ornamental architectural elements, such as araelied gatew
arcaded porticoes, projecting wooden rood timbers, and trim detailing offsetting otherwise plain walls for geometrical
contrast. The arched entryways and porticoes, warm -gamthcolor scheme; and overall design aesthetic create a
rhythmic patterrand sense continuous flow within the distridte district contains some of the onktant Spanish
ColoniatPuebloRevival commercial buildirgyin the Austin area, stylistically conveying perceived associations with
the host East Austin Hispanic commuyréind, more generally, contemporaneous Anglo conceptions of Mexican
American culture.

Additionally, Fiesta Gardens features the work of local landscape architect, C.O. Jones, former City of Austin Parks
superintendent, whose work was recognized for a dthégjnee of quality and skt the time. After completing Texas

A & Mo6s Landscape *Borncehsi tweacst ucrael Iperdo gurpaoom, t o desi-gn so
century natural landscapieshis role as Parks Superintendéntluding that oFiesta Gardensandtbei t y 6 s f a me
Zilker Botanical Garden¥®.Featuring an ostentatious display of exotic, flowering, and native vegetation, the landscape
at Fiesta Gardens is uniguedattistinct from the surroundingarkland. The landscape possessegla thégree of

artistic value, demonstrates aesthetic achievement, and much of the original landscape features retain integrity. The
historic design, vegetation, boundaries, topography, and architectural features (minus the lagoon overlook and
accompanyingtai | ) are extant and remain a big part of the

The significance of the Fiesta Gardens district reflectsiildecenturyevolution of the development @dbwn Lake

east of Interstate Highway 38rban planning fueling the growth and development of the City of Aysiivlic-private
attempts to establish Austin asoarist destination in the miti960s mid-century Anglo American constructions of
MexicanAmerican cultureand commercial &&8mpts tacapitalize orrelatedMexicanAmerican stereotypesivic

engagement on the part of marginalized communtgied;popular mig€entury forms of entertainmeriiesta
Gardens6 origins and dev ethusbpviewadas evddencenofjAsisi dhed sT auw b alna k &
and cultural growth, and the mantury societal and cultural norms of the prevailing civic elitegse redevelopment

plans negatively impactadisenfranchiseditizensof color.

94 Debbie Betancourd@ughter of C.O. Jones), interview by Kristen Hotopp, October 3, 2017.
% |bid.
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Firstly, the Fiesta Gardens district representsdol Chamber of Commerce member so
expansion of downtown Austinds recr eat,iatdhe expenst of¢chat er
hostcommunity,via the development of Town Lake. Secondly, Fiesta Gardens praviiEsice oh (failed) local
public-private partnershigesigned to foster economic growtinpmotepopular forms of miecentury entertainment,
heighten the cityés profile, and establish Aw®tin as
themed shopping and entertainment venue, conceived by and catering to Anglo Americans, the Fiesta Gardens
complex offers insight into midentury Anglo constructiorendrepresentationsf MexicanAmerican culture,

identity, and heritage, as well asdatientury social and cultural history. Fourthly, in keeping \thtia

commodificationof MexicanAmerican culture, the Fiesta Gardens district represents a localemidry commercial

use of the Spanish ColoniBleblo Revival style in a shopping and entertainment venue, enhanced by surrounding
native andropicallandscape desighastly, the evolubn of Fiesta Gardens offers insight into the importance of
community organizingffortsby marginalized communities of color during the civil righta.The district thus meets
Criterion A, in the area of Conumity Planning and Developmeand Social Higry at the local level of significance.

The property meets Criteria Consideration G because it is exceptionally significant for its associattomwithnity
organizing efforts byhe Austin Hispanic community to prevent displacement of East Austirergsitbr facility

expansion through the early 1970s and represents the landmark victory of a neighborhood that sought to mitigate
encroaching municipal development.

t
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AfFamed Cypress Gardens founder made Orlasdo SeminelAsgpstza s h o
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story.html

Websites

Austin Independent School Distridtlartin Middle School HistoryAccessd July 22, 2018:
http://martin.austinschools.org/eschool/history

Cypress Gardens. National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places. April 14, 2014. Accessed December 1.
2017: https://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/places/14000152.htm

National Show Ski Association. Accessed December 117:201
http://www.usawaterski.org/pages/divisions/showski/main.asp
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Google Earth Map (August 28, 2018)
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District Map
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Fiesta Gardens Map Legend
Property Boundary

Nomination Boundary
I Contributing Features *

. Non-contributing Features

471

\\ //
Feature Type Number | Date C/NC
Concession Building and Dining Hall Building 1 1966 C
Outdoor Patio Site 2 1966 C
Stage Structure 3 1966 C
Courtyard Fountain Object 4 1966 C
Spectator Grandstand Structure 5 1966 C
Man-made Lagoon Structure 6 Breeched and filled c. 1962 C
Mexican Market Building 7 1966 C
Outdoor Pavilion Structure 8 200304 NC
Restroom Facility Building 9 After 1974 NC
City Maintenance Shed Building 10 After 1974 NC
Boat Dock Structure 11 2016 NC
ThreeBoat Storage Shipping Containers Structure 12 2002 NC
(counted as one structure)
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Fiesta Gardens lagoon sif€55. USGS topographic map.
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Fiesta Gardens site, 1952. HistoricAerials.com.

Fiesta Gardens site, 1964. HistoricAerials.com.
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